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I.  Now that the ban on imports of most products of Burmese origin has been lifted (except for jadeite and 

rubies or jewelry containing those gems), the question of how to mark such goods has arisen.  U.S. Cus-

toms and Border Protection (CBP) officials have confirmed that prior rulings on the method of marking 

goods imported from Burma remain in effect.  CBP has indicated that the following requirements set forth 

in a 1989 ruling wherein Customs held that the name “Myanmar” by itself was not acceptable marking re-

main valid: 

For country of origin marking purposes the name “Burma” must appear on articles imported 

from Burma and on their containers as necessary.  The markings “Myanmar (Burma)” and 

“Burma (Myanmar)” are acceptable.   

II.  CBP recently increased the limit for merchandise qualifying for “informal entry” into the United 

States.  Whereas the statutory value limit for informal entry had been $2,000, in response to inflation and 

in order to expedite the customs clearance process, this limit has been increased to $2,500; only merchan-

dise valued over $2,500 will require formal entry.  Informal entries, assuming they are filed electronically, 

will also be subject to only a $2 merchandise processing fee.  

Additionally, textile goods that were once subject to quotas under the Agreement on Textiles and Clothing 

may now be informally entered into the United States, if valued under $2,500, which will allow for simpli-

fied entries of textile and apparel samples.  

If you are interested in further information about importing from Burma or on the informal entry limit, 

please contact Gail Cumins at gcumins@spcblaw.com , Alli Baron at abaron@spcblaw.com or Donna    

Shira at dshira@spcblaw.com. 

P.S. While we are fully operational in our downtown Manhattan offices, we remain 

without telephone service.  You can always reach us  by email or by calling 646-334-

4004.  We look forward to talking to you soon.   
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