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I.  The CPSC published a Federal Register notice today, establishing the requirements for accreditation of 

third-party testing labs for compliance with the children’s sleepwear flammability standard.  As a result, 

goods manufactured after February 17, 2011, will require accredited third party testing and certification pur-

suant to the CPSIA.  The testing requirements for children’s sleepwear are more complex than those for oth-

er flammability standards, as the testing must be conducted at three stages of production:  1) fabric testing; 

2) prototype testing in which seams and trims are tested; and 3) finished product unit testing.  The CPSC is 

requiring third-party testing at all three of the stages.   

 

To meet the first stage testing requirement, sleepwear manufacturers/importers could purchase fabric al-

ready third-party tested and certified.  However, the next two stages require actual garments to be tested.  

Infants’ sleepwear for sizes nine months and younger ,and tight-fitting sleepwear as defined in the CPSC 

regulations, are excepted from the testing requirements and will not require certification. 

 

II.  In an order issued on October 21, 2010 and published in the Canada Gazette on November 21, 2010, 

the Canadian Minister of Health reduced the limit on lead in paints and surface coatings on (1) furniture and 

other articles for children; (2) toys, equipment and other products for use by children in learning or play; 

and (3) pencils and artists’ brushes.  The limit was reduced from 600 mg/kg (equivalent of ppm) to 90 mg/

kg, for protect Canadian children and aligning Canada’s regulations with those of the U.S. and went into ef-

fect on October 21, 2010.  Although products sold in Canada must conform to the lead limit, there currently 

is no certification requirement such as the CPSIA Certificate of Conformity. 

 

For more information on testing requirements in the U.S. and abroad, please contact Gail Cumins at 

gcumins@spcblaw.com or Donna Shira at dshira@spcblaw.com, or call us at 212-425-0055. 
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